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Purpose of the Study:

Under the public finance management system in Laos, public expenditure for development plans is
managed by Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) and current expenditure is managed by
Ministry of Finance. MPI is implementing and supervising the public investment program (PIP) and
has authority and responsibility for drafting the project’s account budget (development budget).
However, they do not have sufficient planning abilities, or assessing/monitoring system for
appropriate implementation of PIP. On the other hand, Ministry of Finance has embarked on Public
Expenditure Management Strengthening Program (PEMSP) funded mainly by the World Bank, and
has begun improving for this program. Although a new budget law was enacted and a new

accounting system was introduced, they regard capacity building for staffs as an important issue.

JDS Fellows are expected to acquire the knowledge useful for policymaking and institution building
in relation to administrative and financial management, particularly with regard to the management

of public spending and current expenditures for development plan.




